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Hi Everyone!

It’s hard to believe the end of the season has come round already – the last 6 months have just flown past. It 
has been another great season and we have been really lucky with the weather this year. Thanks to everyone 
who has worked so hard behind the scenes and at the events to make these rides happen. And a special 
thanks to the sponsors too. The club would not be able to keep going without all this support. Good luck to 
everyone competing at the National Championships next weekend and Happy Easter!

Catherine

Success at HOYS!

Congratulations to Kirstin Deuss on her win in the 100km endurance at Horse of the Year! Kirstin 
also won Best Conditioned (on Pasifika) and a trip to South Africa.

Return of Trophies

Please return all trophies from last year cleaned and polished. You can bring them to either the 
Pikarere or Waitohu rides. If you won’t be at these rides, please return them directly to Liz Antunovic 
or to one of the other Committee members as soon as possible please.
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Days of Our Rides:
Riding Waitohu – the final ride of the WATRC 2007/8 Season

5.45am:  Clock radio bursts into life – my god it’s the BBC film show “On Screen” warbling out on Radio New 
Zealand National – yep edited that programme on Friday.  Heard it already so no time to doze – up and at it!  
(I’m a journalist at RNZ National and look after programme scheduling).   Perfect morning – very dark but 
wonderful stars. No wind!  Beau still has his tail bandage in tact – one less job to clean up for groom and turn 
out – but there’s still time to mess it up…..

6.05am:  Depart Flightys Road, Pauatahanui (five minutes later than planned deadline) Beau and Harry 
aboard.  Nadine (riding partner) as usual all organised and fresh brownies in the Tupperware for later.  

7.15am: Arrive Waitohu.  Conditions still perfect and in plenty of time to get ready – register and vet before 
ride out at 8.55am – and make sure that Beau’s tail is still pristine white.  Pity I didn’t take the same care with 
cleaning my tack and I might have managed better than 4th place for groom and turn out.  Attention to detail 
required and noted!

8.55am: Off we go!  Nadine aboard Harry (26 year old Arab – legend in his lifetime); myself on Braveheart 
Beau (young and keen Thoroughbred/Clydesdale cross) and we’re joined by Claire on Captain Moresby 
(Standard Bred) and Anne riding Tess (Station Bred).  What a team – and we’re quickly into our stride.  
“Rider down..” comes the cry from the start line and the quad bike is dispatched to assist.

It’s a BIG field in the Warehouse Grain class – 19 riders, so the competition’s hot.  We have 2 hours and 20 
minutes to complete the 18k – the first part is a loop which doubles back on to common ground, so riders in 
both directions.   We discover the ‘rider down’ is the newest and youngest member of the club – Mia Cameron 
– riding with Dad - Braden.  All OK, thankfully, if a little shaken, and we follow them through the first loop.

Back through the first checkpoint and Harry and Beau full steam ahead – Captain Moresby and Tess drop 
back.  We open up the reins and have a great canter through the lower paddocks to the stream crossing and 
up the valley towards the second forest loop – BLISS.  Down low we get the tranquillity of the farm and valley 
– up on the ridges it’s the spectacle of the views out to sea, towards Kapiti and beyond.  

Every ride we have this exclusive privilege – places and exquisite scenery and terrain we would never 
encounter without the support and enterprise of our fantastic team at WATRC and the outstanding  
generosity of the landowners who accord us this privilege.  

10.00am:  We’re on the uphill climb into the forestry block – still no sign of Captain Moresby and Tess.  
Check our timing and plot the way forward – we have 1 hour and 15 minutes to go – hmmm trying to 
remember from last year what’s ahead.  Top of the hill and we go through a gate – time for a drink as Beau 
relieves himself (third wee of the ride – where does he get it all from – he hardly ever drinks en route!! And 
he didn’t have a big night before either!)

Captain Moresby and Tess finally appear and from here we stay pretty close as a foursome.  Reach the 
‘manned’ checkpoint ahead of the forestry loop and all’s well – still not sure how we’re going for timing!  
We’re thankful for the tree cover as the morning’s proved fine and warm, verging on hot.  Bit of a lottery 
from here as to pace and we range from slow to rapid along the tops - great riding and the horses are loving 
it.  Back to the ‘manned’ checkpoint at the end of the forest loop and we know that home is not too far away, 
so how to pace it from here.  



Up the hill, down the other side and there’s base.  Only the quarry between us and the control zone at the red 
barn across the river to the finish.  Hmmm we’ve slightly misjudged our timing – Beau has such a big stride 
it’s hard to get him into a real slow walk – possibly another wee will save the day – but no he saves that for 
after we’ve crossed the line!  

We reach the river – no he doesn’t want a drink – dam!  Then Braden Cameron and Cruz appear – he’s made 
a mad dash to try and make up time after dropping Mia back to base at the end of the first loop – Mia’s early 
fall had unsettled her and Braden took her back to base where Grandad was waiting and then Braden headed 
out again and hoofed it with Cruz to finish the course.  Not a bad effort – and he still picked up fourth place –
we should ban this man from CTR – his horses are awesome and he’s a pretty good bloke too!  Well done 
Braden and Cruz – and Mia too – she had beginners luck the week before at Pikarere picking up the Junior 
First Place.  She is definitely one to watch – a great little rider with a fantastic pony and a fantastic Dad to 
support her.

So back on the finish line and oops we’re five minutes early – never mind – home safe and always a relief to 
finish with horse and rider in tact.  Another Qualifying certificate which is great for a horse like Beau – who is 
not really a trail horse when you consider the breed – but he’s fit and keen because I’ve worked with him to 
get him to this level.  Harry picked up fifth place (the early finish put him down the leader board, but at 26 
years old he continues to star).  Captain Moresby and Tess also gained qualifying certificates.  Well done 
team!

But the last word must go to WATRC and to Raelynn McCrae in particular for her outstanding service over the 
past three rides in getting the courses marked and organised.  We have an amazing club and outstanding 
people in it and running it.  Take and bow – I for one salute you all.

Nicky Chapman & Braveheart Beau

National Championships

• Details of the Nationals are on the ESNZ website, including all entry forms, or contact Caroline 
Barber (contact details on the website).
www.nzequestrian.org.nz

• Are you going to the Nationals and need transport? Gabrielle Deuss has 2 spaces available on 
her truck if you are looking for someone to share travel costs with. If you are interested, 
contact Gabrielle directly:

Email: aspenhills@arabians.co.nz
Tel: 04 237 5085

www.nzequestrian.org.nz


Fundraiser Trek

Local Makara teenager Kayla Drake has been selected to represent NZ at the American Quarter 
Horse Youth World Cup in Canada 6-13 July 2008.

To help Kayla get to Canada, join us in a fundraising Trek over

Makara Farm and Terawhiti Station
On Sunday 23rd March
Leaving at 9am sharp

• Start location: Makara Farm Woolshed, Opau Road
• Options: 4 or 6 hour trek
• A sausage sizzle & refreshments will be provided back at the woolshed at end of ride
• Cost: $40 per horse
• Phone: Joy Drake on 472-2351 or Alan Hobbs on 476-4804 to book your spot

Horses/ponies should be shod
Riders should take a backpack with drink and snacks
Trek not suitable for beginner riders

Classifieds

For Sale

• Riding vest - Chevalier. sz 32. kid's. Selling on behalf of Sharon Malley. $50

• Saddle. VERY RELUCTANT SALE. My treeless. Bob Marshal SPORTSADDLE. The best you can 
get. Stirrup rigging is spread over the whole saddle so no pressure points. Comes with Skito 
Equalizer pad (a MUST-have that has to go with this saddle). You can do your own research 
on the website. http://www.sportsaddle.com/noflash/index.html. POA
This package includes the following: Saddle, Saddle pad, Breast plate black, Crupper black, 
clip on, Ortho-flex brand. NO RUBBING, Girth, extra wide no-rub, flexi-stirrups (with rubber 
covered bike chain), and leathers.
$1500

• Riding boots, short brown. sz 7.5 excellent condition $20

Contact Kath Leeves on 04 237 8122

http://www.sportsaddle.com/noflash/index.html


THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

KARORI FLOWER SHOP
98 Karori Road, Karori Phone 04 476 2255     
Wellington Fax 04 4762256  

Beautiful flower for all occasions


