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Happy New Year Everyone!

I hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and enjoyed your holidays. Waitarere was a great start to 2008 – a 
very big thanks to everyone who worked so hard to put together a brilliant two day event which had a huge 
turnout: 57 CTR riders & 80 Endurance riders! Good luck to all WATRC members who are off to compete at 
the North Island Champs later this month.

Catherine

Reminders…….

RIDE ENTRIES
Please pre enter whenever possible it makes the job so much easier on the day. It only takes a few minutes 
to email or phone. See Ride Flyers for details.

PLEASE HAVE YOUR BOOKS AND ENTRY FORM FILLED OUT. We are not going to baby sit riders who 
haven’t done this - you will be sent away to do it at the entries table. 

HORSE SHIT: PICK IT UP AND TAKE IT HOME UNLESS OTHERWISE TOLD
Once again we are not here to clean up after your horses. The parks and farms we are privileged to use don’t 
ask us to leave this mess behind. TAKE IT HOME.

RIDE HELPERS
If you can help at a ride please ring the ride organizer or one of the committee members.
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Days of Our Rides – Waitarere CTR

Well I am back in the saddle after over a year out of it, as most of you would know. I was highly 
disappointed to miss Waitarere at the start of the season due to my little mare having an allergic 
reaction to the shampoo I washed her with. So we decided to take on the warehouse grain class, 
and we rode out with Jordyn Piripi riding Orica, who I must say is a stunning little mare. Well we sort 
of wondered what we had let ourselves in for, as neither horse had been out to compete before. And 
we went it alone without any help from an experienced horse!!  My mare Soda had only ever done in 
hand showing, (in which she was quite successful) but never been out with a rider on her back in a 
full competition.

Once mounted we decided to let the girls get to know each other, and Soda promptly put Orica in 
her place and let her know that she was boss… funny that, she is the bottom of the pecking order at
home and has to graze alone, due to the other bullies here. We started off at a very casual walk, 
(due to not wanting Soda to show off her bucking skills, while in full sight of home base, this skill is 
shown now and again), once at the bottom of the hill we went off into a trot up the hill, and Soda 
decided that she wasn’t going to buck, which is a good thing!

The weather was very muggy, I took a large frozen bottle of water, which had completely thawed 
out before the 20km mark, and was completely gone, and I still had 10km to go!!!!  But it did keep 
my back nice and cold in the bum bag. We had only just got onto the farm and could see a huge 
cloud of dust in front of us, and low and behold, here comes a stampede of about 400 cows and a 
couple of bulls as well, and screaming up behind them was James on his bike. I think he was getting 
them in their paddock quick smart as there were horses everywhere he went.  Once we had got over 
that little fright, (which I think had the riders more worried than their trusty steeds), there was a 
huge lineup of scary tyres on the fence line! We then caught up with our wonderful cameraman, and 
we all tried to put on our pretty faces and smile sweetly. Poor David had horses coming at him from 
all directions as this was an area of common ground as well. But of course he managed to get a shot 
or 5 of everyone.

For most of the farm ride we had introductions to water troughs, which Orica found very scary, 
especially the ones with puddles around them.  Soda was too busy looking for food not water. We 
had a great ride across the paddock, having little canters as well, and the girls were balancing up 
well. Next thing Soda comes to a screaming halt…….that’s right she hadn’t learnt to poop on the 
move! So we got quite a kick out of that, I am sure other riders could hear us laughing.



Out into the forest, we hadn’t even got out the farm gate and we came across people riding 2 
wheeled horses!! This was fine until they got off their 2 wheeled horses and we had to pass them on 
a narrow forestry track. That was quite a challenge, but the girls both picked themselves up and 
carried on hoping that no-one had seen them at a weak moment. Orica was starting to get a little 
tender on the toes so we walked a lot of the forestry main tracks, and got off the hard parts where 
possible, but this time Soda had discovered a walk which I never knew she had in her as I am used
to her little ole granny steps. She was totally loving this ride!!  By now she could walk and poop at 
the same time.

Down through Jandel loop there was 2 branches that had crossed the track, Soda ducked her head 
and went through fine, and all Orica could see was these 2 big green things coming straight for her. 
She screeched to a halt before they got her, I turned around to see just Jordyn’s head over the top 
of the branches and laughing her head off.  Orica dropped her head and followed on.  Well done 
Orica for not clothes lining Jordyn. Just before we caught up to Rhona, we had about 4 horses seem 
to appear from nowhere behind us, another hurdle completed.  And off to the trough for a 
drink….nope still too scary, too many horses at that trough.

Through the top forest and the tracks were fantastic, the girls even saw some people walking on 
water down on the river front!  Soda was fascinated by this, and would have stood and watched all 
day. By the final stretch that last trough was looking mighty fine and both the girls forgot their table 
manners, slurping and gulping making a heck of a noise, but they did have time to stop and pose for 
David who was at the ready with his camera.

We finished 21 minutes late, and decided that tail end Charlie would get a milkshake from the other 
rider.  And by the end of the ride Soda could canter and poop at the same time…. What an 
achievement. By the way Jordyn - your milkshake is in the mail!!  

A great day was had by all and I couldn’t have asked for a more beautiful ride first time back, from 
such an amazing little horse Big entries at 58 riders, with the Endurance seeing approx 80 riders.

BJ French


